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to stop the proceedings, but Knox was now th<
most powerful man in Scotland and he woulc
permit no interference. The Kirk, however
adjourned for a few weeks without reaching a
decision. Knox had no doubt of the proper course
to pursue. He wanted Mary to be brought to
trial Was she not a murderer and an adul-
terer? If found guilty, Knox repeated again
and again from his pulpit, she should be put to
death.
The queen still had powerful supporters,
and Knox's view was not accepted. Mary was
compelled to agree to abdicate, and her infant
son-bom June 1566-was crowned King of
Scotland at Stirling (James VI), while Moray
was appointed regent. Knox was not entirely
satisfied, but he realised that, though justice
would not be executed upon the erring queen, the
reformed religion could be made secure. Parlia-
ment met in December 1567, and Knox was
chosen to preach to the members before it began
its deliberations. Let them put the affairs of the
Kirk in order, he appealed, for, if they attended
first to God's work, their other labours could not
fail to be blessed. Parliament confirmed the
laws against the papists, and declared Protest-
antism to be the religion of Scotland. Provision
was made for the proper payment of the ministers
of the Kirk-a reform for which Knox had